Analytical Methods and Quality Control

July 22-23, 2014

PRESENTATION ABSTRACT

Harmonization of Laboratory Test Results
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Results from clinical laboratory measurement procedures must be equivalent to enable effective
use of clinical guidelines for disease diagnosis and patient management. Analytical results that
are harmonized and independent of the measurement system, time, and location of testing are
essential for providing adequate patient care. The key to generating harmonized results is
establishing traceability to an accepted reference standard where available. Awareness of the
benefits of having traceable measurement results that are harmonized has increased along with
efforts to develop approaches to enable and facilitate the implementation of harmonization.
Although several organizations are addressing harmonization of test procedures, centralized
and cooperative global oversight is needed to ensure that the most important tests are being
addressed and resources are optimally used. Working with its domestic and international
partners, the American Association for Clinical Chemistry (AACC) has created an International
Consortium for Harmonization of Clinical Laboratory Results. Advances in this area will improve
the quality of patient care.
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